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by Ian Bland
1. Retrieval
a) List two details about what the “monster” looks like.
b) Name two things the “monster” does in the house.
c) How does Mum react to the “monster”?
2. Vocabulary
a) What do the words massive and smelly suggest about the narrator’s viewpoint?
b) Find a phrase that exaggerates an everyday action.
c) Why is the word monster an interesting choice once you’ve read the ending?
3. Inference
a) Who do you think the “monster” really is?
b) Give two clues from the poem that helped you decide.
c) How does the child feel about him? Explain using evidence.
4. Explanation
a) How does the poet create the twist or surprise?
b) Which line gives the biggest clue to the truth?
c) What message or theme do you think the poem explores?

